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but that here, too, we must distinguish before we can
compare. People who talk very freely of savages,
whether in Africa, or America, or Australia, would
find it extremely difficult to give any definition of
that term, beyond this, that savages are different from
ourselves. Savages with us are still very much what
barbarians were to the. Greeks. But as the Greeks
had to learn, that some of these so-called barbarians
possessed virtues which they might have envied them-
selves, so we also shall have to confess that some of
these savages have a religion and a philosophy of
life which may well bear comparison with the religion
and philosophy of what we call the civilised and'
civilising nations of antiquity. Anyhow, the common
idea of a savage requires considerable modification and
differentiation, and there is perhaps no branch of an-
thropology beset with so many difficulties as the study
of these so-called savage races.

Language of Savages.

Let us examine a few of the prejudices commonly
entertained with regard to these so-called savages.
Their languages are supposed to be inferior to our
own. Now here the science of language has done
some good work. It has shown, first of all, that no
human beings are without language, and we know
what that implies. All the stories of tribes without
language, or with languages more like the twitter-
ings of birds than the articulate sounds of human
beings, belong to the chapter of ethnological fables.

What is more important still is that many of the
so-called savage languages have been shown to possess
a most perfect, in many cases too perfect, that is to